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Special Feature:
Contemplating September 11, 200 l
Linda Pavonetti is one of the editors of the Michigan Reading Journal. She
teaches children s and young adult literature at Oakland University.
mmediately after the attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, librarians and teachers
began searching their shelves for books that might explain or bring comfort to the children-and
adults-in their lives. Writing, a natural progression from finding comfort in books and stories
and a natural step in the grieving process, has led children and teachers, authors, poets, and
illustrators to record their impressions of, and reactions to, the events of 9/11. The following titles represent a few of the new volumes that are available for classrooms and children's libraries. As always, when
dealing with the feelings that arise from traumatic situations, we must realize our limitations. Unless we
are professional counselors we should tread lightly and not engage in bibliotherapy or other forms of
psychological therapy.

I

A book that was not published as a remembrance of September 11 th but
fits nicely with any memorial is Paul
Janeczko's Stone Bench in an Empty
Park (Orchard, 2000). This slender
volume of modem Haiku contemplates a variety of city experiences.
Henri Silberman's black and white
photographic images, including one
of the moonlit and still-erect World
Trade Center buildings, provide a
positive counterpoint to the overabundance of cataclysmic visual images
that have saturated media coverage.

911
THE BOOK OF HELP

Cart, Michael, Marianne Carus, &
Marc Aronson (Eds.). 911: The Book
ofHelp. (Cricket Books, 2002, $17.95/hc, ISBN: 0-8126-2659-1 he;
0-8126-2676-1 pbk.).
This anthology of poetry and essays offers enough variety to appeal to
most age groups although some of the material is uneven. Other entries
present marvelous, thought-provoking responses. Naomi Shihab Nye
poses this question in her essay: "I keep thinking-if people who are
angry, or frustrated, could use words instead of violence, how would our
world be different?" (p. 159). Her thoughts on talking through our pain
and fears provide a starting point for many classroom discussions. This
is a book from which adults can excerpt poems or passages to share with
young people.
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Harwayne, Shelley. (Ed.). Messages to Ground Zero: Children Respond to September 11, 2001.
(Heinemann, 2002, $14.95 donation to Fund for the Public Schools, NYC, ISBN 0-325-00514-1 ).
(Reviewed in galley proofs).
Children who were in their classrooms reading, writing, singing, adding, and subtracting on September 11 th
are the real authors and illustrators of this volume. As a 7-year old student
from Queens wrote:
Everyone started the day like any other.
The usual hustle and bustle of the morning.
People drinking huge mugs of coffee.
Until ... (n.p.)
The message that resonates throughout the book is eloquently expressed
' in another student's poem:
Hope is that source of strength,
That feeling that gets you through the day.
. . . It's what helps us overcome
the obstacles that we face.
The proceeds from sales of Messages to Ground Zero will benefit children who lost a parent in the disaster.
Heard, Georgia. (Ed.). This Place I Know: Poems of Comfort. Illustrations by Various Artists. (Candlewick,
2002, $16.99, ISBN 0-7636-1924-8).
The author has selected 18 poems by poets such as Eloise
Greenfield, Emily Dickinson, and Walt Whitman that
are designed to comfort and to renew the human spirit.
Renowned artists, including Petra Mathers, Peter Sis, and
William Steig, collaborated to create illustrations for this
special volume for children who have suffered great tragedy
or may face one in their lifetimes.

This Place I K now

Nye, Naomi Shihab. 19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the
Middle East. (Greenwillow Books, 2002, $16.95,
ISBN 0-06-009765-5).
This collection of poems
will touch your heart!
by
As an author, Nye has
by
always shared her ArabAmerican heritage-the
customs and life in Jerusalem and the West Bank as well as
intimate glimpses into her family-through her poetry and novels. After
September 11, she added new poems, inspired by the tragic events of
that day, to those she created in the past. 19 Varieties of Gazelle offers
60 insightful poems centered on Nye's Arab-American culture. The
book's introduction imparts thoughts for contemplation as the world
struggles to find peace.
Pnems Selected

Illustrations
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Osborne, Mary Pope. New York's Bravest. Illustrations by Steve Johnson & Lou Fancher. (Alfred A.
Knopf, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 0-375-82196-1).
This is a retelling of the tall tale of Big Mose Humphreys, the New York City firefighter whose bravery
became legendary during the 1840s. It is only one of several firefighter books that have been published
since September 11 th • Another highly-praised text is Fireboat: The Herioc Adventure of the John J. Harvey
(by Maria Kalman, Putnam, 2002, $16.99, ISBN 0-399-23953-7). Kaman's informational book contributes
historical details about fireboats and how one boat was called into service to assist firefighters battle the
World Trade Center blazes.

Thoms, Annie. (Editor). (2002). With Their Eyes: September 11th:
The View from a High School at Ground Zero. (HarperTempest,
2002, $6.99/pb, ISBN 0-06-051718-2/pbk; 0-06-051806-5/lib.
bdg).
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With Their Eyes is a unique addition to the 9/11 literature. Thoms is an
English teacher at Stuyvesant High School, four blocks from Ground
Zero. She is also the faculty adviser for the school's theater community
and consequently, director of the students' 2002 Winter Drama. When
she combined these responsibilities with her students' needs following
the attacks on the World Trade Center, she began the process that eventually became With Their Eyes. This is an innovative young adult offering
that affords insight into the students' feelings as the events of September
11 th unfolded.

FALL

2002

57

